
 

Contact:      Jennifer McNatt, jennifer.mcnatt@noaa.gov                                                               

Hurricane Awareness Tour 
Featuring NOAA’s P-3 Hurricane Hunter Aircraft 

coming to Sarasota, FL on Friday, April 30th 
 

     Have you ever wondered how we 
get real-time observations from 
hurricanes?  One of the methods 
involves a NOAA WP-3 Orion 
turboprop “Hurricane Hunter” 
aircraft flying through a storm, 
releasing “dropsondes” to measure 
wind speed, pressure and a number 
of other elements important to 
assessing and forecasting the storm. 
 
     The Hurricane Hunter aircraft, along with crewmembers, the National 
Hurricane Center director Bill Read, National Weather Service Southern Region 
director Bill Proenza, Hurricane Specialists Dan Brown and John Cagialosi, Storm 
Surge Specialist Jamie Rhome, IT programmer Chris Juckins and members of your 
local National Weather Service Office will be at the Sarasota-Bradenton 
International Airport on April 30th to increase hurricane awareness and 
preparedness.  The general public will be allowed to tour the aircraft from 2:30-
4:30pm, as well as tour multiple emergency response/preparedness vehicles and 
equipment. 
 

     The morning and early afternoon is set aside for 
invited school groups of 4th-5th graders to learn more 
about hurricanes as well as get a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to tour the aircraft.  We do have some 
afternoon openings for home-schoolers in this age 
group that may be interested, see contact 
information below to reserve your spot! 
 

See http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100420_hat.html for more 
information and additional locations of the Hurricane Awareness Tour. 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100420_hat.html

